
MOUNTAINVIEW NEWS         February 17th, 2019 
 

Information Evening for Officebearers:  All nominees for the office of elder or 
deacon, as well as current elders and deacons are invited to an Information Evening 
on Thursday February 21 at 7:30 pm, in the Choir Room. It is an open meeting: 
if you believe that God has gifted you for service as an office bearer in the future, 
please feel free to attend!  
 

Come out and join us at Rico’s Diner. Flash back to the 50s with a 
‘Dinner at the Diner’ and take an evening out to spend with 
Mountainview’s youth on Saturday February 23rd. Cocktails @ 5:30 
and Dinner @ 6:30. All donations support the Mission Trip to Puerto Rico 
and the All Ontario Youth Convention (AOYC). Gosh we’d love to see ya! 
Donation envelopes are available at the Welcome Centre for those 
wishing to support the youth but unable to attend our event. 

 

Middle School next week. Starting a new series GAME PLAN - 
Bottom Line: "Love is a life style."   
Youth next week. We are going to have a fun night to hang out 
and play games. 

 

Prayer Walk - On Saturday, March 2nd from 8:30-9:30am we will meet at Tim's 
across from Coles. Wondered about joining us? We pray together as we walk quietly 
through the neighbourhood. We pray a Blessing on our neighbours, businesses, 
schools, teachers’ youth, hospital, Nursing homes etc. Any interest? Please call 
Jane de Visser at 905-563-7671 or e-mail pjdevisser@sympatico.ca so we can wait/ 
look for you. For those who aren’t able to walk but would like to be part of the prayers 
for our community, drives through the neighbourhood while praying also happen. 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER:  On March 1, Christians in more 
than 170 countries and in 1,200 communities across Canada 
will gather at the annual World Day of Prayer. Christian women 
of Slovenia are inviting the world to “Come to the table—
everything is ready”. They are asking people of the world to 
unite in prayer and immediate action for women touched by 
injustice. 

Women tend to be the first to experience the effects of change because they 
have fewer material resources and a closer relationship to their community. Each year, the experiences 
of women from the host country inform the prayers of Canadians. 
Please join us and invite your friends and family to attend the World Day of Prayer service on Friday, 
March 1 at St. Andrew's Anglican Church (corner of St Andrew's Ave and Main St W) at 2 PM. (It also 
marks the 225th anniversary of this church where they will welcome us to their historic sanctuary.)    
Refreshments will be available following the service. For more information on the WDP service, please 
contact Nelly Baarda or Christina Pleizier.  
 

Mountainview Library has some new books and would like to highlight them 
over the next few weeks. A full list of new books was also place in each mail slot. 
This week we are highlighting books which explore living out our Christian 
walk: 
 

Surprised by Hope – Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church by N. T. 

Wright.    
Lively and accessible, this book will surprise and excite all who are interested in the meaning of life, not 
only after death but before it.  Award-winning author N. T. Wright outlines the present confusion about 
a Christian’s future hope and shows how it is deeply intertwined with how we live today. 
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Living a Life You Love by Joyce Meyer 
The key to loving your life is found in God’s love for you.  Discover how making Him the focus of all you 
do will transform your attitude so you can really enjoy your life today.  As Joyce explains, God has already 
blessed you with what it takes to start LIVING A LIFE YOU LOVE, and this book will show you how. 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD POTLUCKS: Neighbourhoods are one way we, as a church body, 
can connect with fellow Mountainview members who live near us.  Each Neighbourhood 
will be invited to attend a potluck lunch following the morning service. This is an 
opportunity to get to know the other members in your Neighbourhood, enjoy good food 
and fellowship together. Mark your calendar to join us, the dates are as follows:  
Neighbourhood 2 ~ February 24th; Neighbourhood 4 ~ March 3rd.  

 

NOTE: There will be NO COFFEE SOCIAL on Potluck Sundays. Offer hospitality – Invite someone 

home for a coffee and fellowship 😊. 
 

CHURCH CALENDAR:  February 16th – February 24th 
 

Saturday (16th) 8:00 a.m. Cadet Breakfast, Fellowship Hall 

 8:30 a.m. Men’s Life, Fireside room 

Sunday (17th) 10:00  a.m. Morning Service; Refugee Presentation 

 5:00 p.m. No Service, Family Day Weekend 

Monday (18th)  7:00 p.m. Cadets, Fellowship Hall, Ed. Wing 

Tuesday (19th) 9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting, Pastor Sid’s office  

 9:30 a.m. Coffee Break, Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 p.m. Faith Instruction, Council room, Library 

 7:00 p.m. Grief Share, Fireside room 

 7:30 p.m. Volleyball, Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday (20th) 9:30 a.m. Mission Circle, Choir room 

 2:15 p.m. Afternoon Coffee Break, Ephesians – Lesson 1, Question 5 

 7:00 p.m. Knitwits @ Hinke Draaistra’s 

 7:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting, Prayer room 

 7:00 p.m. GEMS, Fellowship Hall, Ed. Wing 

 7:15 p.m. Evening Coffee Break, Fireside room 

Thursday (21st) 1:00 p.m. Brain Wave Café, Choir room 

 7:00 p.m. Friendship Club, Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 p.m. Worship team, Sanctuary 

 7:30 p.m. Elder/Deacon Nominee Information Evening, Choir room 

Friday (22nd) 5:30 p.m. ‘Rico’s Diner’, Youth Fundraising Dinner, Fellowship Hall 

Saturday (23rd) 8:30 a.m. Men’s Life, Fireside room 

 5:30 p.m. Youth Fundraising Dinner, Meal begins at 6:30, FH 

Sunday (24th) 10:00  a.m. Morning Service; Celebration of Baptism for Blake family 
 12:00 p.m. Neighbourhood # 2 Potluck (No Coffee Social) 

 5:00 p.m. Evening Service; Lords Day 5, Council room 

 5:00 p.m. Youth & Middle School, Rm 13/14, & Youth rm. 
 

Pastor’s Keyboard - Classis Retreat 
 

 

We began our Classis Retreat Friday evening with four Redeemer Students leading in a time of worship. 
Our Theme was Inviting Authentic Community through the spiritual discipline of Story Telling. 
Dr. Syd Hielema led us through three sessions, i) anxiety with hands and fists somewhat clenched; ii) 
into a posture of receiving, with hands cupped open, palms before us; iii) into the posture of hands and 
arms lifted up to bless all around and praise God. “Sometimes I’m too busy doing God’s work, for God 
to do his work in me.” Ministry is often challenging, with leaders feeling fraught. Years ago Syd went on 
a Silent Retreat where he was instructed to spend 3 hours reading Psalm 23. It changed his life, inviting 



him to follow the good shepherd and not be in want. We were given time to pray through Psalm 23 
ourselves, invited to release our grip and slowly open our hands enough to receive God’s blessings.  
 

Saturday morning, with hands open, we were asked to share scripture passages that were most 
meaningful to us and tell why. We entered authentic community by telling our stories to one another, 
without even realizing it. We told why certain verses spoke to us and gave us strength along our journey 
(Galatians 2:20; Colossians 3:1-17). We were encouraged to be hosts of authentic community in our 
elders’ meetings, council meetings, small groups, youth meetings, and worship experiences. We were 
encouraged to give every person around the table, or in the room, an opportunity to speak, to find their 
voice, and share. Matthew 5:13 Jesus says; “You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt loses its 
saltiness, how can it be made salty again?” Salt melts and floods foods with intensified flavor. How 
can we bring the best out in others, as salt on this earth?  
 

The third session, on Saturday morning, had us raise our hands, called to be light. Syd called himself a 
coach who shepherds toward authentic community. He talked about 4 “A’s,”; 1) Authentic; Culturally 
authentic says: “This is who I am, take it or leave it.” Biblically authentic says “I’m a work in progress, 
I’m on a journey; Phil.1:6; “He who began a good work in me will carry it to completion.” 2) Awareness 
of self; arcs that influence us, themes running through our lives, eg. My cancer story; My sense of call; 
my burden for the lost; narratives are prominent throughout scripture. 3) Appropriate; Not everything 
that happens to us is appropriate for public consumption, but better served one on one, or in a small 
group. Finally 4) Available Opportunities; like 1 Corinthians 9:19-23; “Though I am free and belong 
to no one, I make myself a slave to everyone to win as many as possible.” We were challenged to 
be shepherds of the light, with hands raised high, blessing those around us and praising God in all we 
do. Classis Niagara engaged in a time of authentic community, blessing one another with each other.  
 

Three workshops were announced by Dr. Syd Hielema offered through Faith Formation:  
March 6 at Redeemer: Renegotiating Faith: Walking with Young Adults through a critical season in 
Faith Formation from 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.  
March 30th, 9 am – 4 pm: Aging: The final Frontier; A one day conference related to aging and Ministry. 
Gibson Center, Markham (just off 404)  
April 27th, Saturday: Youth and Mental Health: sponsored by CRC Disabilities Concerns Westdale 
Reformed Church in Hamilton. 
  

From 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. we conducted the Business of Classis, working through the values of Authentic 
Community; Leadership Development; Disciples Making Disciples; and Covenant Relationships; and 
Prayerful Dependence on God. Darren Roorda asked Classis Niagara to help give direction to the discussion 
at the May Gathering Meeting in Edmonton Alberta. Dr. Robert Graham will be inaugurated as Redeemers 
fourth President on March 1st and announced a huge reduction in tuition for new students, from $17,000 
down to just under $10,000 per year. The position of Brock University Chaplain has been given to Zac 
DeBruyne. Rev. Sid Couperus was elected to go to Synod June 14th to June 20th, along with Dan Baarda 
and Tena Dykhoorn as Elder Delegates. Classis Niagara is still looking for a deacon delegate to also attend. 

Pastor Sid  
 

LOCAL & DENOMINATIONAL NEWS 
 

Shalom Manor & Gardens – Board Opportunities:  We are looking for dedicated 
volunteers to serve as members of the Board of Directors. Each year we look for 
volunteers with specific skills that can be applied to currently “top of the agenda” issues. 
This year with the major proposed expansion into Hamilton, Shalom is looking for 
volunteers with the following skill sets; Legal work, public relations, and Human resources. 
If you recognize yourself in any of these skill sets, and are willing to assist us with your 
time and talents or would just like some more information, please contact us at 
info@shalommanor.ca. 
 

Shalom Manor Job Posting: Are you a RN, RPN or PSW looking to work in a dynamic workplace? 
Then a career at Shalom Manor is what you are looking for!    We are hiring for part-time and casual 
RPN and PSW lines and Casual RN lines. For more information or to submit your resume, contact 
Lauren Gibson at payroll @ shalommanor.ca – we look forward to you joining our Shalom family!!! 
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Urgent Need for Missionaries - How is God calling you to spread the 
gospel? Resonate has an urgent need for people to step into ministry in 
North America and throughout the world. You might be surprised by how 
God can use your knowledge, skills, and abilities to expand his kingdom. 

Explore volunteer and career opportunities by visiting resonateglobalmission.org/go.  
 

Make 2019 a year of great change in more than just your life! Join the EduDeo 
Belizean HANDS Team in April 2019 to make life-changing differences in the lives of 
God’s children. Belizean Christian schools are in need of classrooms, upgrades and 
repairs. This is your opportunity to experience another culture, meet fellow members of 
the body of Christ, and make an huge impact! For more info, check out 

edudeo.com/hands or contact John Huizinga at HANDS@edudeo.com. This is the year for change! 
 

With the support of an $11 million gift over five years, Redeemer 
University College is reducing tuition for Canadian undergraduate 
students by 42%. The new rate of $9,800 will remain frozen until 2022. 

The tuition reduction is part of a comprehensive change that will put Christian university education in 
reach for many more students. Please see redeemer.ca/tuition-reduction for further details. 
 

Join us on March 1st at for the Inauguration of Dr. Robert J. Graham as the fourth president of Redeemer 
University College. A standing reception will follow the ceremony. redeemer.ca/inauguration/. 
 

The Peninsula Orchestra, George Cleland, Conductor; Presents a Mid-Winter 
Concert in support of "OUT OF THE COLD" Featuring LUIS MOLINA, PIANIST: 
Chopin Piano Concerto #2, Dvorak, Offenbach, Gilbert & Sullivan. Friday, February 
22, 7 pm at Covenant Christian Reformed Church, St. Catharines. Freewill Offering 
to support Out of the Cold. Don't miss this special Musical Evening. 

 

Come to Ignite! The Annual Bursary Celebration. You are invited to Smithville 
Christian High School’s annual celebration of its bursary program. Three out of every 
ten students at Smithville Christian High School is able to attend because of the 
generous support of the donors who contribute to the Annual Bursary Campaign. On 
Friday, March 1st, join the celebration of what students learn and experience at 
Smithville Christian High School, and the impact that a Christian education has on them 

and this world. This year’s event will feature student testimonies, alumni stories, art and music, in a 
casual dining atmosphere. Tickets are $25 per person or sponsor a table of eight for $200. Doors open 
at 6:00 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m. Don’t miss this: it promises to be one of the highlights of the year. For 
more information or to join the event, contact SCH at 905.957.3255 or office@smithvillechristian.ca. 
 

The Annual Inter-Classis Safe Church Conference will be held on 
Saturday, March 2, 2019 from 9:00 - 3:30 at the Waterloo CRC. All 
are welcome! This year’s special guest will be Bev Sterk from Lynden, 
Washington who spoke passionately at last year’s synod about abuse 
and what the denomination needs to do to prevent it.   Other speakers 
include Dr. Kathy Smith, adjunct professor of church polity at Calvin Seminary, Grand 
Rapids, and former crown attorney Henry Van Drunen. There will also be a 
presentation on the “Circle of Grace” abuse prevention program for children and youth, 
a presentation on Cyber bullying by the Waterloo Regional Police Department and a 
session on Mental Health issues. 

 

All ministry leaders (pastors, elders, deacons, youth ministry leaders) and those involved with abuse 
awareness are urged to attend. For further information and registration visit  www.wmott.ca/scc.  
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Renegotiating Faith: Walking with young adults through a critical season in 
faith formation. The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada’s recent research study -- 
“Renegotiating Faith: The Delay in Young Adult Identity Formation and What It 
Means for the Church in Canada” – will be the focus of an evening conversation at 
Redeemer University College (co-sponsored with CRC Faith Formation Ministries).  The report’s lead 
researcher and author, Rick Hiemstra, will present an overview of the report’s findings and 
recommendations, followed by a panel of experts moderated by FFM’s Dr. Syd Hielema. The evening will 
provide a clearer understanding of young adult faith lives and suggest specific steps to take for 
congregations and families as they walk with young adults. The evening is intended to support church 
leaders, parents, teachers, young adults and teens. Wednesday, March 6 @ Redeemer, 7:30 – 9 
pm. This event is free. (The entire report can be found online by googling its title). 
 

Family Faith Formation Tip - Doubts aren’t a sign of weak faith—they’re evidence that people are wrestling 
with big questions. Create an atmosphere in your home that invites kids to ask questions, express doubts, 
and think and feel their way into the big questions of life. “What do you think about that?” is a very affirming 
question, no matter what your age is 
 

St. Catharines Right to Life Dinner: Saturday, March 2 @ 6:00 pm at 
Holiday Inn Parkway Conference Centre, 327 Ontario St., St. 
Catharines.  Guest Speaker: MP Garnett Genuis. Join us for dinner, 

fellowship and an excellent speaker who will inform, inspire and encourage us. To reserve tickets ($50, 
$25 for students), call 684-7505 or email: info@chooselife.ca.    
 

The “Sing in Adoration” Concert featuring the Hosanna & Mattaniah Choirs is coming: April 20th at 
7:30 pm at First Ontario Concert Hall, Hamilton. Contact Lois Hanson for tickets: lnhanson12@gmail.com. 
 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Nanny in East Asia - Do you have a passion for nurturing children and want 
experience living abroad? Resonate Global Mission has a volunteer service 
opportunity to provide baby care for one child of a missionary family in East 
Asia. Learn more by visiting resonateglobalmission.org/nanny. 

 

Do you have a heart for people affected by conflict and natural 
disasters? Do you have a passion for accountability and a gifting in 
project administration? World Renew is looking to hire a Project 
Coordinator to join our International Disaster Response Team Are you 

passionate about the work of World Renew? Do you have an ability to inspire giving? World Renew is 
looking to hire a parental leave cover for a Donor Relations Manager to work in BC. Do you have a and 
interest in or training for working with immigrant or refugee populations? World Renew is looking to hire 
a Refugee Program Associate in Burlington. More details on these opportunities, and links to apply, can 
be found at worldrenew.net/careers. 
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OFFERING SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 2019 
 

March 3rd A.M. – World Renew – Canadian Food Grains Bank was formed by a diverse group of 
church-based agencies in 1983 and has been doing all kinds of work trying to end hunger. In that time, 
over 1 million metric tons of grain has been shipped, lots of families have gotten food, other people have 
received agricultural support, many communities have improved their access to water and nutrition, 
restrictive policies have been changed, and people have been educated about the root causes of 
hunger.  That’s a lot of positive change over the years!  Please give generously to help end hunger. 
 

P.M. – CRCNA Special Assistance Fund:  (Administered by the Ministers’ Pension Fund as agent for 
CRCNA) – Provides special assistance primarily for financial emergencies for retired ministers 
 

March 10th A.M. – EMI – Team Wassenaar serving in Phnom Penh, Cambodia: EMI is a nonprofit 
Christian development organization made up of various technical professionals who use their skills to 
serve the least reached worldwide. We design hospitals, schools, water systems, and many other 
facilities that enable our Christian ministry partners to fulfill their calling and transform their communities. 
Together we are designing a world of hope. Stay in touch: kathleen.wassenaar@emiworld.org; 
colinwassenaar@gmail.com, or check out their blog: thewingsofdawn.wordpress.com 
 

P.M. – Benevolence: Your contribution to the Benevolent Fund provides assistance for the needs of our 
church family and the local community. These include basic needs such as food, clothing, housing and 
schooling. A church and community of our size has many varied needs within it. Please support our work. 
 

March 17th A.M. – Calvin Theological Seminary provides theological training for ordained and un-
ordained ministry positions for Christian Reformed Churches in North America as well as leaders for 
Christ’s church around the world.  They also evaluate candidates for ministry, offer continuing education 
for pastors, and seminars for office bearers.  Calvin Theological Seminary advises synod and is a 
theological resource for all denominational agencies and churches. 
 

P.M. – Upper Deck Ministry – Vineland is a Youth Centre which seeks to reach out to the youth of our 
community. Its purpose is to provide a place where community young people can find practical life care 
and refuge and be introduced to relationships with Christian adults. Our hope is that through these 
friendships, some would desire a relationship with Jesus Christ and learn to walk with Him! Please give 
generously to this local cause. 
 

March 24th A.M. – Shalom Manor & Gardens is a special Christian, non-profit long-term care home and 
retirement centre, serving seniors mostly of Dutch descent who belong to the community of Reformed 
faiths. Limited government funding does not allow the services our seniors require that meet our 
expectations and standards. Your gifts will enhance immediate resident care, programs, and debt load. 
 

P.M. – Niagara Christian Gleaners is an Interdenominational Christian organization that seeks to visibly 
demonstrate God’s love and grace by working with volunteers to collect, process, and make available 
surplus agricultural produce for the relief of the hungry in overseas nations. The Niagara Gleaners are 
the newest branch of the Ontario Gleaners, set up in 2018 in a new facility in Smithville. Your donations 
help us to engage locally to impact globally in our ministry of mercy. 
 

March 31st  A.M. – Redeemer University College is a Christian undergraduate university offering 
programs leading to Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Education degrees. From its 
Hamilton, Ontario campus, Redeemer has prepared graduating classes - the next generation of Christian 
leaders - for 30+ years. Redeemer students are being shaped by the Reformed Christian commitment to 
see faith woven through all aspects of learning and life. Across the world, from the classroom to the 
convocation stage to careers and churches, our faculty, students and alumni are making an impact. 
 

P.M. – Back to God Ministries International is the media ministry of the CRCNA. It proclaims the 
gospel of Jesus Christ through indigenous teams in people’s “heart languages” using the web, radio, 
television, phone, print (including the Today devotional), and other media. It opens doors for salvation 
and discipleship, broadcasting the gospel in otherwise closed regions. BTGMI aired its first radio 
program in 1939. Today, we are reaching people in almost 200 countries and 10 major languages: 
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Hindi, Indonesian, Japanese, Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish. 
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