
MOUNTAINVIEW NEWS         January 6th, 2019 
 

FAMILY WORSHIP Starting TODAY - On the 1st 
Sunday of each month children will begin 
Worship in the sanctuary WITH their Parents. 
Families will be together, as we unravel the new 
month's Theme and Life Application. As One 

body, we will learn together, share together and praise together. This is also 
the perfect opportunity for you to invite that neighbour you've been thinking about! 
We Are One! 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD POTLUCKS: Neighbourhoods 
are one way we, as a church body, can connect with 
fellow Mountainview members who live near us. Each 
Neighbourhood will be invited to attend a potluck lunch 
following the morning service. This is an opportunity to 
get to know the other members in your Neighbourhood, 
enjoy good food and fellowship together. Our regular 

coffee social will still be held while preparations are underway for the luncheon! Mark 
your calendar to join us, the dates are as follows: Neighbourhood 1 ~ Jan 27; 
Neighbourhood 2 ~ February 24th; Neighbourhood 3 ~ February 3rd; 
Neighbourhood 4 ~ March 3rd. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Pre-Marriage Counseling beginning January 13 @ 7pm – 
Come join us as we walk through Tim Kellar’s book, The Meaning of Marriage. 
 
 

Middle School and Youth will begin again next week!  
 

Middle School will be going through the "An Encounter with 
God" prayer stations. 
Youth will be starting a new 3 week lesson series on Sexual 
Exploitation, the first week we will "Define Sexual Exploitation".  

 

65+ers! Please note there will be no meeting this month. We will 
plan something for a future date. Stay tuned. In the meantime, if any 
interested members have some suggestions for future activities and 
plans, we welcome your suggestions! 

 

Re-Group:  Our Re-Group 2019 will take place online through the 
month of January. Simply go to the Mountainview website, scroll across 
and double click ‘events’. Scroll down and double click ‘Re-Group 

2019’. There you will find a number of groups (new and established) that are ready to welcome you. 
Check it out! Find a group that interests you and whose meeting time fits into your schedule.  
 

Every Sunday in January there will be someone at the welcome center after the morning worship service 
to help you to register, if needed. As many experienced during our Cluster Group event, life is better 
connected! If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Fred.  
 

Seeking an appartment in Smithville: My name is Zaida Vasconcelos, I have been connecting at 
Mountainview and I am reaching out because and I am looking for a family Friendly two-bedroom 
apartment with utilities included in Smithville area, preferably one that has a laundry room with a washer 
and dryer. Please, feel free to contact me at 647 573-0170 or vasconcelosz179@gmail.com. 
 

Pastor’s Keyboard – The Message of John Mark 

 

 

As we turn the calendar to the new year of 2019, my one-year bible has me once again beginning at 
Genesis 1, at Psalm 1, Matthew 1, and Proverbs 1. It is so good to begin the new year with the gospel. 
Last January, we began our year with “Building a Prayer Life” and followed into Lent with the series on 
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the “Seven Last Words of Christ.” The “Bells Series” was our focus in the spring. During the summer 
weeks we continued to walk through Paul’s missionary journeys in the book of Acts. In September we 
began exploring our Vision Statement, “A community of believers being transformed by the love of 
Jesus, bringing healing, hope and good news in a broken world”. The months of October and November 
had us delve into “The Seven Deadly Sins”. Throughout December, we had a Narnia theme for Advent 
and Christmas. Now, during these first new weeks of January and February 2019, I thought we’d once 
again focus our hearts on the gospels. If you asked what my favourite gospel was, I’d probably say the 
book of John. If you would ask me which gospel I preached from most often, I’d say the book of Matthew 
and Luke. The shortest gospel is the book of Mark. There are 16 chapters in Mark, compared to 28 in 
Matthew, 24 in Luke, and 21 in John. Of all the gospels, I have preached the least amount of sermons 
from the book of Mark. According to biblical studies, Mark was a close associate to the Apostle Peter. 
He is first mentioned in Acts 12:12, around the house of his mother; “When this had dawned on him 
(Peter), he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people 
had gathered and were praying.” Mark joined Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey but 
he deserted them in Perga, which deeply disappointed Paul, not wanting him to join them on their second 
or third missionary journey. But we read in the last verses of 2 Timothy that John Mark regained the 
fullest confidence of Paul at the end of his life. His gospel writings seem to have come from the preaching 
and teaching gained from the Apostle Peter. The gospel of Mark is believed to have been the first gospel 
written, in the early 50’s or 60’s, and more than likely in the area of Rome. Mark’s gospel may well have 
been occasioned by the persecutions of Rome, between the period of 64 through 67 A.D. The famous 
“Fire of Rome,” was set in 64 A.D. and Nero blamed Christians for setting the blaze. The gospel of John 
Mark tends to emphasize discipleship, the cross of Jesus that includes suffering, his teachings and 
Messianic secret. In January and February, welcome to a series of sermons called “Messages from 
John Mark.”     
 Pastor Sid 
 

CHURCH CALENDAR:  January 6th – January 13th 
 

Sunday (6th) 10:00  a.m. Morning Service 

  5:00 p.m.    PM Service 

Monday (7th)            7:00   p.m.    Cadets, Fellowship Hall, Ed. wing 

Tuesday (8th)           9:30   a.m.    Coffee Break, Fellowship Hall 

                                 7:00   p.m.    Faith Instruction, Council room, Library 

                                 7:00   p.m.    Grief Share, Fireside room 

                                 7:30   p.m.    Volleyball, Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday (9th) 9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting, Fireside room 

                                  9:30  a.m.    Mission Circle, Choir room 

                                  2:00  p.m.    Afternoon Coffee Break, Library – Ephesians Lesson 1 

                                  7:00  p.m.    Prayer Meeting, Prayer room 

                                  7:00  p.m.    GEMS, Fellowship Hall, Ed. Wing 

                                  7:00  p.m.    Knitwits at Hinke Draaistra’s 

                                  7:15  p.m.    Evening Coffee Break, Fireside room 

Thursday(10th) 7:00 p.m.  Friendship Club, Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 p.m. Worship team, Sanctuary 

                                  7:00  p.m.    Library Resource, Library 

 7:30 p.m. Full Council, Council room 

Sunday (13th) 10:00  a.m. Morning Service, Sanctuary 

 5:00 p.m. Evening Service, Council room 

 7:00 p.m. Pre-Marriage Counseling, Fireside room 

 
 



 

LOCAL & DENOMINATIONAL NEWS 
 

The January Series of Calvin College, one of the nations leading lecture and cultural 
arts series, is coming to the Canadian office of the CRCNA in Burlington, from Jan. 3 - 
Jan. 23, 2019. Nicholas Kristof, a columnist for the New York Times and winner of two Pulitzer 
Prizes in his 30 years of covering the world; Mary Robinson, former president of Ireland; Jenna 
Bush Hager, a contributing correspondent on NBC's Today Show; and Rachael 
Denhollander, known internationally as the first woman to file a police report and speak 
publicly against Larry Nassar, are among the impressive lineup of speakers.  

 

The experts will offer informed perspectives on a wide range of today’s most relevant topics, including 
polarization in politics, immigration, sexual abuse, and climate justice, among many others. For a full list 
of topics visit www.calvin.edu/january-series/speakers. Join us each weekday from 12:30-1:30 pm at 
the CRCNA office for these free lectures! For more information, email communications@crcna.org. 
 

Pray for Inspire 2019 - Inspire 2019 is a conference to connect people from across the 1000+ churches 
in the Christian Reformed Church for three days of worship, workshops, speakers, and conversation. 
As we plan and prepare for this event, happening August 1-3 in Windsor, Ont., please join us in praying 
for the event and all who will attend. This week, please pray for final details and finishing touches for the 
website (crcna.org/inspire). 
 

St. Johns Presbyterian Seniors Stride Series – Transitioning into retirement --- 
We are very excited to announce a series of small group sessions intended 
specifically for our senior population. A THURSDAY morning designed to discuss 
senior issues hosted at St. John’s Presbyterian Church 10 Mountain Street in 
Grimsby beginning on THURSDAY, January 17th, 2019. Gerry McCall, from the 

Grimsby Life Centre will be leading this discussion group on eight consecutive Thursday mornings 
running from 10:30 AM – 12:00 noon. Senior’s Stride deals with various topics all centered on the 
dynamics of the aging process. Sessions will include factors in aging such as – family relationships, 
retirement, what you thought and what you got, health and well being, dignity, independence and 
enjoying your senior years. Cost? Donations are always welcome, but not necessary. If you would like 
to join the  Senior Stride Series, registration is required by Monday, January 14, 2019. To sign up 
please leave a message with your name and phone number at either St. Johns Presbyterian Church 
905.945.5352 or at the Grimsby Life Centre 905.309.0944.  We are looking forward to this opportunity! 
 

EXPLORE ALPHA…Coming to Smithville on Sunday nights 5:30-7:30 pm... beginning Jan 20, 2019. 
What? A series of 12 interactive weekly sessions that freely explore the basics of the Christian faith; 
each session includes dinner, a short video talk, and relaxed open discussion on life’s big 
questions. Who? Anyone curious; there’s no pressure, no follow up, no charge. Location: Smithville 
CRC. Visit www.alphacanada.org to learn more or to register call 905-957-2116.  Who can you invite? 
 

Open House and Celebration of Learning: Grade 8 students, come to Smithville 
Christian High School’s annual celebration of students and their work on Thursday, 
January 17, 2019, featuring art, music, worship, student testimonies, praise team and 
more. Find out about project-based learning, our exciting approach to electives, and our 
MacBook-for-every-student program. Information session for prospective students 

(Grades 7 and 8) and their families at 7 p.m., open house from 7:30 to 8:30 and closing program at 
8:30. Everyone is welcome, especially prospective students and their families. At Smithville Christian, 
you Belong, Believe, and Succeed.  
 

NACE Information and Registration Evenings:  Are you or do you know someone 
Interested in learning more about Christian education? Check out our Information and 
Registration evenings on January 23 (John Knox in Stoney Creek) or January 24 
(Covenant in Smithville) at 7:00 pm. Come and find out what our schools have to offer, 
ask questions, meet parents and teachers, have a tour and find out why so many families 

choose Christian education. Free childcare provided. Check us out online at http://www.nace.ca/. 
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Bus Drivers still needed!  NACE continues to seek bus drivers due to the ongoing 
shortage. We have a specific need East of Smithville (Fenwick/Welland area) and Caistor 
Centre (southwest of Smithville), as well an ongoing needs for spare and occasional 
drivers.  Please contact Kevin Huinink: 519-546-9159 or khuinin@nace.ca or encourage 
someone you know to do the same.  www.drive4nace.ca. 
 

YOUNG ADULTS! - Join other wonderful folks aged 18-30ish from across Ontario for 
the 2019 Young Adult Winter Retreat on January 25-27, at Maranatha CRC in 
Woodstock! This year the theme is “Something more Profound: Standing in Awe of 
God” and we will look at the balance of intellect and emotion in our faith and how this 
can influence our feelings of awe. We look forward to what Rev. Darren Roorda has to 

teach us, and as always we can’t wait to see what God has in store! It will be a weekend full of spiritual 
encouragement, faith-based discussions, service, workshops, worship, fellowship, and funtivities! Be 
sure to register by January 10th to receive the Early Bird rate of just $60 for the entire weekend (after 
that it goes up to $70). For more info and to register, visit our Facebook page “Young Adult Winter 
Retreat” or email ya.retreat.team@gmail.com. We hope to see you there! 
 

Emerging Public Intellectual - Jan. 23, 2019 - Dr. Heath Carter, a historian 
who specializes in the church's role in addressing inequality in America, has 
been named Redeemer's 2018 Emerging Public Intellectual! On January 23rd, 

join Dr. Carter at Redeemer as he receives his award and offers the prestigious World And Our Calling lecture. 
Learn more: redeemer.ca/which-side-are-you-on/ 
 

The Drowsy Chaperone - Jan 30 - Feb. 2, 2019 - Redeemer's mainstage musical, The Drowsy Chaperone, will 
be running from January 30th to February 2nd. With show-stopping songs and dance, this musical within a comedy 
tells the hilarious tale of a glamorous stage actress and her impending wedding to a tap-dancing groom. With 
ruffians posing as pastry chefs, will the Jazz Age wedding go off without a hitch?  redeemer.ca/drowsy-chaperone/. 
 

Celebrate Beacon Christian School's 60th Anniversary with us! Join us at our Gala, 
Saturday, February 2nd, 2019 at John Michael's Banquet Centre, Thorold, ON. Doors open 
at 5:30 pm. We are excited to celebrate 60 years of blessings featuring alumni musical 
talent, historical remembrances, and more! Why not connect with your childhood friends of 
Beacon (formerly Calvin Memorial) and book a table of 8? All are welcome! Reservations 
required: advancement@beaconchristian.org or call the school 905-037-7411. Tickets are 
by donation. All donations over $50/person will be issued a tax receipt. 

 

60th Anniversary Alumni Choir. Like to sing? Are you an alumnus, past or present parent, or past or 
present staff member of Beacon Christian School (Calvin Memorial)? Our Alumni Choir will be 
presenting a few numbers directed by Bram Hoff at our 60th Anniversary Gala. We hope you'll join us! 
Email Darlene at advancement@beaconchristian.org for more information.  
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